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34th Szeged International Biblical Conference

From Translation to Paraphrasing

Venue: Szeged, Látogatóközpont, Dóm tér 16.

Scheduled date: 28th -30th August 2023

Patrons: László Dr Kiss-Rigó bishop of Szeged-Csanád county, Prof Dr Szabolcs Anzelm Szuromi rector emeritus (Pázmány Péter Catholic University), Prof Dr Martin Meiser Universität des Saarlandes, Prof Dr Levente Balázs Martos, member of the Pontifical Biblical Commission, Prof Dr Imre Kocsis Pázmány Péter Catholic University, Prof Dr Ottó Pecsuk, Secretary General of Hungarian Bible Society, Dr Zoltán Kustár Debrecen Reformed Theological University.

Our goal is to review the language of recent vernacular-oriented Hungarian and foreign-language Bible translations produced between 1980 and 2022, and to examine Hungarian or other biblical paraphrases that have significantly contributed to the vernacular understanding of the Bible in their own time.
1. The conference invites both academic papers on the translations described above and a debate on the use of vernacular translations. In this context, we are taking the initiative to survey primary and secondary school students' understanding of biblical concepts and to explore the difficulties of understanding difficult concepts in current Hungarian translations. The survey model will be developed by the Catechetical Office of the Diocese of Szeged-Csanád; any diocese and any secondary or higher education institution of the Church is encouraged to participate in the survey. 
2. In our experience, biblical prayers are often neglected in the teaching of the Scriptures. It is little known that, excluding the Psalms, there are some 222 prayers in the Old and New Testaments, 176 in the former and 46 in the latter. A list of these prayers and their exact biblical location will be posted on the website of the Szeged International Biblical Conference by the end of January 2023, with the request that interested schoolchildren or adults choose one of these prayers and formulate a paraphrase of it for today's context. They should preferably do this in a similar scope to the original, changing the situation of the original text to an alternative life situation today, and replacing the old expressions of the prayers with ones they know. In our view, it is primarily through the reception of its prayers that the Bible becomes for us a living book and an existential religious experience. The aim of our conference is to see the Bible not just as an antique book, but as the Living Word of God. Since 1960, both Catholic and Protestant editions of the "Living Bibles" have served this purpose; the publication of a youth version of these was strongly supported by Pope John Paul II on the Catholic side.

To apply for the conference, academics working on the topic can send an email with the title of the presentation in Hungarian and German or English (benyik.gyorgy@gmail.com) or subscribe to the Google spreadsheet on the conference website - http://www.sznbk1988.hu - between 10th January and 1st June 2023. The spreadsheet will be available from the end of January 2023 at the latest.

All contributors (especially Hungarians) are requested to send a summary of their presentation (German/English) by e-mail, up to 1500 characters, by 1 June 2023 at the latest. The abstract should include the title of the presentation, the source texts as well as the main theses of the presentation. 

The 20-minute presentations will be followed by a short discussion, mainly between experts, lasting a maximum of 10 minutes each. If there is time remaining, we will organise a workshop on each day of the conference, led by the speakers, where everyone will be able to join in the discussion. It is also possible to make presentations in Hungarian at the conference; however, in this case the presenter must provide a German or an English summary, a PowerPoint presentation, or the text of their paper without footnotes. 

We plan to publish the written form of the lectures in a book about a year after the conference, in 2024. The written paper should be between 25.000 and 30.000 characters, including spaces. Audio recordings of the presentations and abstracts will be uploaded onto the conference’s website. The deadline for submitting a printed text in Word and PDF format for inclusion in the volume is 19th November 2023. 

In the papers, please use either the characters used in the original language or Latin characters according to the scientific transcription of the Hebrew, Greek, Syriac, etc. words. The publication of texts received after 26 November 2023 may be doubtful. Longer texts than those indicated require special discussion and editorial approval.

First-time lecturers should also send a short academic curriculum vitae (max 5000 characters) or, if it is available online, a link to it; three of their most important publications (books) should also be mentioned. Please indicate your current scientific and academic degree and the exact name of your workplace (to ensure an accurate list of authors).

We provide free accommodation and meals for our lecturers for the duration of the conference and free participation in the cultural programmes. Free hospitality does not automatically apply to persons accompanying the lecturers. Please send any special requests regarding catering by 1 June 2023.

The conference is open to university students/students of theology and to those who have written a paraphrase: they will be offered a discounted registration.

Please let us know the dates of your arrival and departure by 1 June 2023 at the latest to allow for a smooth organisation!

Once you have applied, we will send you a registration form which you are requested to complete by 1 June 2023. Registration will be complete upon return of the completed form, of which the conference organiser will send a confirmation. 

Szeged, 8th January 2023

Dr György Benyik PhD

director for Szeged International Biblical Conference

benyik.gyorgy@gmail.com
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